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A LETTER from a Scotch! 


Gentleman in London, % 


„ 1 
\ Y the Date of this you'll perceive Ive 


made a pretty haſty Journey betwixwthis . 
| and Edenburgh; and now that J have been 
here ſome Days, and convers'd with all manner 
of Company, and have been preſent at ſome De- 
bates in both Houſes of Parliament; yet I muft 
confeſs I find it a very hard Task to anſwer your 


Requeſt. of giving you a thorough Information 


of the preſent. State of Affairs here; Hr by all 
the Accounts I can learn, the Deſigus of the 


leading M—— of State are as great a Secret and 


as Myſterious as erer. We are in the dark whe- 


ther we are to have Peace or War. There's nd 


great Appearance that any thing will be done 


this Seſſions to ſecure the Church or the Manar- 
chy from being again brought to the Tow Con- 


dition to Which we ſaw them lately reduced. 


And tbo' the late M was complain'd of, 


that the Management of publick affairs was en- 


groſs d by a few Hands, yet if what's reported 
e true, that Fault is very far from being mend» 
1 A 2 ed; 
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ed; it being certain, that few of thoſe who have 
been advanced. of late, to Poſts of Power and 


Profit, or of the vaſt majority of the Church 


Intereſt, which prevails in the Houſe of Com- 


mons, are let into the Secrets of the, Chief Fa- 


wourite M-— The Church-party reſting Sa- 


tisfied that they have it in their Power co do 


good when they pleaſe, ſeem to think that no 


more is needful at this Time; from whence I con- 


jecture there's not ſo much Life, Vigour, or 


Concert in the Houſe of C s as uſual. 

But tis hop'd Affairs will not be long in 
this Poſture, and that Gentlemens Eyes will 
be opened to ſee the Neceſſity of providing for 


their future Security, againſt the Attempts of our 


Enemies, who are not at all Diſcouraged by their 


are Dilgrace 3 and that they who have been 


the chief Inſtruments of this glorious Turn of Af- 
fairs, will be more open and communicative 


when a proer Occaſion offers for putting what 
| nly deſigned for the Nations good, in 
Execution. That all who wiſh well to their 
Queea and Country may have an Opportunity to 
applaud their Conduct, and tis hoped this hap- 
y time comes on apace, now that the Two 
louſes are applying themſelves to diſcover the 


Miſmanagements of the late M——- in the Pro- 


ſecution of the War, and Application of the 
Funds; and until they make ſome further Ad- 


vances on theſe Heads, I can ſay no more to you 
on this Subject. N e 


As to what concerns Mr. Greenfheild's Ap- 


peal, of which you was likewiſe deſirous to 


inform'd, I cannot give you a better Account 


of it, than by relatisg, as far as my Memory 
"RY 8 EY ſerves 
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„„ Mo. 
ſerves me, the Heads of a Converſation on that 
Subject, to which t'other Day I had the Honor 
to be admitted; The Company conſiſted of ſe- 
veral Scotch and Engliſh Noblemen and Gentle- 
men, whoſe Characters I need not give, becauſe - 
they'll plainly appear from their ſeveral Argu- 
ments. One thing however 1 muſt previouſly 
remark, That tho? they did differ in their Opi- 
nions, and that from ſeveral diſtin& Views og 
this Subject, yet they all go on hand in hand, 
and deſign to maintain a good Correſpondence, 
on all Occaſions, for Her Majeſty's Service, aud 
that of Her Country. "00 
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The firſt Subject of their Converſation was 
upon the Points of Law inſiſted. on for and 
againſt Mr. Greenſbe:lds; in relating of which I 

4 need not be very particular, ſince you have often 
bad your Thoughts of them, tis enough to tell 
vou, they who argued againſt him were beaten 
from all their Strengths particularly. . 

That this Affair was not of ſuch a Nature, as 

to be judged only by an Eccleſiaſtical Judicatory, 
ſince it had no Concern with any Point of the 
Government of the Kirk, as bv Law Eſtabliſned in 

Scotland; but was truly a Civil Cauie, ariſing 

from the Natural Rights of Mankind, to wor- 

' ſhip God after any manner, not expreſly pro- 
hibited by the Laws of the Land. And the 
Sentence of the Presbytery of Edenburgh could 
never militate againſt him, who was not of 
their Communion, nor under their Juriſdiction, 

_ further than the Laws directed, of which the 

Magiſtrates of Edenburgb took upon them to be 

; Judges, and to determine: And the Lords of 

: Sellion, by confirming their Sentence of Impri- 

ö 1 A 3 ſonment, 
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ſonment, plainly ſhew'd the caſe was Civil, and 
4 not Eccleſiaſtical, and from them, Regularly 
l brought by an Appeal to the Houſe of Lords. 
he Second Point was, whether the Laws of 
Scotland do diſcharge the exerciſe of any Reli- 
gious Worſhip, fave that of the Presbyterians: 
Here it was obvious that the Law, upon which 
the Sentence againſt Mr. Greenſhields was found- 
ed, runs expreſsly againſt intruders into 
Churches, and uplifters of the Stipends and le- 
gal Maintenance belonging to any Pariſh, which 
includes Presbyterian, as well as Epiſcopal Intru- 
ders. And the Reaſon for making this Law was 
brought to Remembrance, viz. That after Epiſ- 
copacy was aboliſhed, and many of the Epiſco- 
pal Mioiſters were turned out of their Churches 
by the legal Authority, in the. North of Scotland 
(where you know the People of. that Perſuaſion 
are fiſty to one.) Others of that Order ſtept 
into the Miniſters Houſes with their Families, and 
Preached in their Churches, to whom the People 
reſorted, and the Heretots paid the Stipend or le- 
gal Maintenance, and would not call a Presby⸗- 
terian Miniſter, after the Presbyterian popular 
manner; to prevent which, this Law was made, 
but by no means was deſigned to hinder an Epiſ- 
1 copal Miniſter. from Preaching or Praying in 
it private Meeting Houles: And this being the on- 
9 ly: thing alledged againſt Mr. Grtenſhields, it 
| Could never come within the meaning of the 
* Law; beſides the Act of Parliament aboliſhing 
5 _Epilcopecy, did only ſtrike at that particular 
i" - »Goverament in the Church, but did not pretend 
il to b iveſt that Seit of Men of their-Spiritual Cha- 
racters. So that 85 1 
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The Third Argument againſt Mr. Greenſhejlas, 
That he was ordained by an exauRorated, Bi- . 
ſhop, was ridiculed, as inconſiſtent with the 
Prieeiples of Chriſtianity, and the daily practice 
of the Church of England, and. the whole Chri- 
ſtian Church in. all Aves: nay, even of the Kirk 
it ſelf, ſince its laſt Eſtabliſhment in Scotlazd ;, 


which has admitted. Presbyters, ordained by ex- 


auctorated Presbyters, and alſo, Presbyters ors. 
daiged by exauctorated bilbops, in ſeveral Iu- 
ſtances. 

Theſe Points being thus . one ofche Scotch 


Lords told vs, that for his Share, he was very in- 


different about Church- Government, but he and 
his Family had always been in good Terms with 
the Presbyterian Party, and they were uſeful to 
him, and if he did not ſtand by them on this 
occaſion, where they thought their Honour as 
well as Intereſt concerned, "they. would think he 
had deſerted them and their Cauſe, and from 
henceforwards would no longer be adviſed by 
him, and therefore he muſt look to his own In- 


tereſt, by oppoſing Mr. Greenſheilds. 


Wi then, aniwered another Scotch Lord, i 


allow me to look to my Intereſt too. 1 am on 


the ſame Terms with the Epiſcopal Party, and 
belides, 1 do not think it a. matter of Indilfe- 
rency; for 1 am in my Conſcience per ſuaded, 
that, Mr. Greenſbields has been ſore oppreſſed, but 


what is more, if he is not redreſſed, it will ene 


courage the Presbyterian Faction to continue, 


nay, encreaſe their perſecuting Temper againf 1 
the Epiſcopal Miniſters, ſo. that in a ſhort time 
none of that Perſuaſion ſhall be allowed to £x- 


erciſe the Miniſterial Function: _, And this. PH 


the LAILY mal be Hebarred from ſerving God, 
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2nd receiving the Sacraments after that manner 
and from ſuch Hands as their Conſciences wil 
allow. | 


Here another Lord interrupted him by 
ſaying, he muſt own what his Lordſhip alledg- 
ed was certainly true; for it would be of the 
very worſt Canſequences, if the Houſe of Lords 

 ſhopld ratifie the Sentence againſt Mr. Greer- 
ſheilds. And on the other Hand, he was not 

. deſirous that his Sentence ſhould be reverſed, 
(for tho? he was a Tory, and would ſtill ſup- 
port that Intereſt) yet he had always endeavour- 
ed to make uſe of the Presbyterians, and if 
this Affair ſnould go againſt them, and he con- 
cur in it, they would be diſobliged with him 
for ever, and therefore he earneſtly wiſhed, that 
Mr. Greenſheilds would drop his Appeal. 

To which a Scotch Gentleman anſwered, My 

Lerd, I think your Argument of a very extra- 
| ordinary Nature ; You're pleaſed to own your 
'. Felt a Tory, but at the ſame time, you would 
{3 maintain an lutereſt amongſt the Presbyterians ; 
| but pray, my Lord, ſhew me an Inſtance, where 
ki jou or any of your Kidney ever had it; did 
they ever truſt you or any other,that were not 
heartily of their Principles, or a Friend to the 
| good old Cauſe ? Did you ever, or will you get 
| their Aſſiſtance at an Election of Parliament Men? 
| Are they not the beſt Party Men alive? Or can 
they be made Tools to ſerve any Intereſt on 
Earth beſide their onz? Has not Experience 
often manifeſted theſe Truths, and will you yet 
trockle under and trim with them? On the 
other Hand, who but the Tories have ſupport- 
ed you and your Friends? State the Caſe then. 
What if the Tories ſhould reſent your deſerring 
| | 5 them, 
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them, 1 ſay, deſerting them, by being unattive 
in their Service, and they be as much diſobliged 
as you feat the Presbyterians may be? Where 
are you then? Will the Presbyterians truſt 
you the more for that? No, they'll deſpiſe 
Foa, and nv Side will truſt you for the future. 
Come, my Lora, * Hand to your Heart, 

matters are now fo far advanced, there's no 
trimming, you and all Men muft declare for 
one Side or t'other, and let Juſtice and your own 
undoubted Intereſt prevail, and guide you, in 
oppoſition to ſuch far-fetch'd and uncertain Views 
in Politicks. 1 - 
After this an Engliſh Lord ſpoke to this Ef- 
fect: I have given a great deal of Attention to 
what you, Gentlemen of Srotland, have ſaid on 
this ea and 1 muſt own from what 1 can ' 
gather from your Arguments, That Mr. Green- 
ſheilds has been ill uſed, and that to confirm the 
Sentence againſt him, would have bad Conſe- 
quences, with regard to the Epiſcopal Party in 
Scotland; but they, I hope, are fo ſincere Friends 
and Well-wiſhers: to the Queen and Monarchy, 
that they would rather bear their Misfortunes 
patiently a little longer, than be the occaſion 
of any Diſturbance in the Government, at a 
time when Affairs are in ſuch a Confuſion, the 
late happy Changes in the Miniſtry not firmly 
ſettled, and ſo dangerous a War upon our 
Hands: And they have no Reaſon to doubt, 


there is a fit Opportunity; and therefore I wiſh 
Mr. Greenſheilds were gratified with ſome equi- 
valent, provided he would drop his Appeal; 
for as l am unwilling his Sentence ſhould be af- 
firmed, ſo I would not have it reverſed ; becauſe 

5 | We 


but the Qucen will take care of them when 


( to.) 
we all know the Temper of your Prebyterians, 
that on the leaſt occaſion they'll throw, off their 
Allegiance, and I have been. aſſured, nothing 
would provoke them ſo much; and that their 
oppoling Her Majeſty's Meaſures, and even ri- 
ng in Arms, againſt Her, would be a certain 
Conſequence of reverſing the Decree againſt Mr. 
Greenſbzelds. So much I think my ſelf, obliged to 
ſay, as being amongſt the Number of Her Ma- 
( OY OR TR ET MI 
All this time 1 fat ſilent, but obſerving none 
of the others. then preſent, inclin'd to Speak, 
1 addreſſedmy ſelf to that Lord, and Spoke in this 
manner. ,They who Spoke before your Lordſhip, 
have fully, I think, clear'd the Caſe as it ſtands 
between them, but I preſume to take Notice of 
what was hinted by your Lordſhip; I find you are 
fully ſatisfied of the Juſtice of Mr. Greenſbiclds 
Caſe, and of. the . concern all the Church Party 
have in his Fate; in ſhort, that by it they ſtand 
or fall; hut from Conſiderations (of which I 
ſhall take Notice before I end) you are pleas'd' 
to wiſh Mr. Greenſhields would be induced to drop 
his Appeal, which you think might prevent all 
Inconveniencies on either hand; but believe me, 
in this you are far miſtaken; for on the one 
hand, the Presbyterians are not ſuch Fools, nor 
want they Intelligence, to know, that this can 
procęed from nothing but faint-heartedneſs, and 
the preſent exigencies of the Time; ſo. that 
they'll rather be the more arrogant, and per- 
Jecute the Church Party to a greater degree; and 
thus one part of your Deſign will not take ef- 
te& ;, and on the other hand, thoſe of the Epi- 
"eopal Party, Will, certainly be of that an- 
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1 
eient Opinion, That ſuch as are nat for 
them, are ag ainſt them; {a that you'll gain 
Friends on no fide, but diſpleaſe both: 
Therefore the Conſiderations that induced your 
Lordſhip, to wiſh for the event of this Affair, 
are, that to do Mr. Gr cenſbields, or rather the Epiſe 
copal Party, Juſtice, would fo irritate the Preshy- 
terians, that they would fly in the Face of Her 
Majeſtys Government, and even riſe in Rebelli- 
on; but believe me, and I appeal to my Coun- 
trymen, if it be not true, that there's no ſuch 
hazard; No, my Lord, the Spirit of Presbyr 
does not rage as it did, their Intereſt is 19280 | 
_ diminiſhed, nay, it is ſo little, that had it not been 
ſupported from England, it had long before now 
dwindled into nothing inScotland; and how could 
it be otherwiſe, when not a tenth part of the No- 
bility and Gentry, and a Third of the Commons, 
are thus affected. Presbytery, my Lord, was ; 
| eſtabliſhed in Scotland in a Time of Confuſion, | 
and has been ſince cheriſhed and preſerv- | 
ed by our Stateſmen, whom the Presby- 
terians ſupported in their Management 
| of the Nation: And thus they play'd, and I am 
S — afraid, do play to one another's Hands, con- 
trary to the Inclination of the People. But 
beſides, the Presbyterian Miniſters have not that 
Credit they formerly had, and l dare be fo 
bold to affirm, there is none, or at leaſt very 
few, would leave their ordinary Callings, to- | 
ſheyw their Reſentment againſt any Meaſures, to 
the Prejudice of Pres bytery ;, ſo that this is no- 
thing but a Bugbear to frighten Children and.- | 
Strangers; And as to the Presbyrerran 5 oppoſing | 
the Queen's Meaſures, all here preſent can bear | 
Ned es 
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future the Epiſcopal and 


Three Seſſions, and far leſs, if it will appear 
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we Witneſs, tis not in their Power to do it 


more ⁊zealouſly than they have done theſe Twelve 
Months paſt : Did they not preach, pray, de- 
nounce Anathema's, ſollicit, and uſe all indi- 
rect Practices to influence Elections? And the 
little Succeſs they had, is an evident Demonſtra- 
tion of the Smalneſs of their Power, and the 
Inclinations of the People. Let it not be 
thought, that from what 1 have ſaid, I have 
any InclinaFon, that the Presbyterian Govern- 
ment ſhonld be ſubverted ; No, not at all, ſince 
tis eſtabliſhed by an Article of the Union, 


let it remain, but at the ſame Time, let not 


other People be oppreſſed by it. | 
But ſuppoſing that the Caſe did not ſtand as 


I have aſſerted it, yet your Lordſhips Argu- 


ment is wholly built on that pernicious Do- 
ctrine of making much 5 your Enemies, and neg- 
tefting your Friends; a Doctrine that has been, 
and will be at all Times fatal to the Monarchy, 
and all who promote it: A Doctrine in which 
(Pardon the Expreſſion,) there's neither Rea- 
Jon nor Juſtice ; a Doctrine, if obſerved in this 
Caſe, imuſt have this Ergen that for the 

ory Party in Scot- 
land, ſhall never again exert themſelves, as 


they did at the laſt Elections, ſince the Con- 


ſequence is, that they muſt be given up for 
a Frey to their Enemies, and of thoſe alſo wbo 
now thus deſert them. The Changes and Vi- 
ciſſitudes in this Age are ſo great, there's no 
ſure Game but acting Honeſtly, and who can 
tell, if the great Majority of the Engliſb Mem- 
bers, who are true Churchmen, will laſt all the 
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in a new Parliament, and if the Tory Party 
in Scotland be thus uſed, you may depend upon 
it, they'll be at no Pains for the future to mind. 
the Elections, far leſs will any of their Num- 
ber be at the 3 or Trouble of coming to 
London; ſo that for the future Scotland will 
certainly ſend up 45 Covenanters, and what 
youll make of them, is eaſy to judge ; and how 
far they may come in time to caſt e Ballance. 


no Man alive can determine at this Time of 
Day. 


In ſhort, my Lord, before the Elections, we 
| had all. the fair Promiſes imaginable, from 
_ thoſe in the Miniſtry, both Engliſh and Scotch, 
that the Epiſcopal Party in Sehne ſhould be 
protected, and there was never a better Oc- 
caſion than this of Mr. Greenſhield's, to make 
00d the ſame ; bis Caſe js juſt, and the Mini- 
ry can'r be blamed, they did not introduce it, 
it was laid before the Hauſe laſt Year, while Af. 
fairs were under another Management, it comes 
now by chance to be determined under the 
Preſent, who are bound to do Juſtice to all; 
and it is hoped, the Charch of England Party 
wont ſtand Neuter, but that the Danger, from 
which they have been lately reſcued, will ſtir 
them up to have a more zealous Compaſſ jon for 
their a ited Brethren in Scotland; and that 
they'll join in ſolliciting Protection for them, 
and in vindicating their juſt Concerns: From 
all which, 1 applaud Mr. Greenſbield's Reſolution 
and Conſtancy, in ſtanding to his Right, fiace 
the Church, of en he s 2 Member, is ſo 
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much concerned in it, and I dont doubt but 
Juitice will be done him. "0 


I had no fooner done, than the Lord, who 

ke firſt, told us, he was as much as any 
living, againſt, oppreſſing the Epiſcopal Party in 
Scotland; and if Mr. Greenſhields would drop his 
Appeal, he would undertake, the Qucen would 
give private Orders to Her Servants in Scotland, 
that they ſhould not diſturb the Epiſcopal | Meet- 
ing-Houſes there. | „„ OR. 


To this the Second Lord, who ſpoke, reply'd. 
The Caſe-was this, either there was, or there. 
was not a Law againſt Epiſcopal Meeting: Houſes; 
if there was, he doubts if any Perſon could 
adviſe the Queen to give ſuch, an Order z if 
there was not, let it be declared ſo, by findigg 
Mr. Grcenſbicids illegally inprifoned ; this was 
neceſſary, ſince otherwiſe, the Epiſcopal Patty 
would ſtill be on a précarious Foot, and ex- 
paſed to the Inſults of a hot- headed Presbytery, 
and in danger to be impriſoned by the Prieſt-rid- 
den Judge when they thought proper; and for 
his Part, he could not ſee that this was an un- 
Teaſonable Time, for it was an Old Weather» 
besten Argument, to put off any Matter, that 
was not agtecable; and he thought it a very 
Proper time, ſiace'the Nuten, Chlntry, Miniſtry, 
and Parliament, were ſo much for favouring 
the Church. n 


After this the Subject was changed, and we 
ſoon ſeparated. This may ſerve to let you 
krow upon wtat Grovnds People move here 

in this Affair; and as for my Part, Pm ſure, 
Ys | you 


. . 
you are ſatisfied, I advanced nothing but what 
is Truth, and that the Concluſion I draw, will 


inevitably follow. Remember me to all 
Friends. | | | 


London Feb. 3. 170% 


1 am Tours, &c. 
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